
DOG VALLEY SALVAGE TIMBER SALE 
November 20, 2006 Land Board 

 
Location of Sale: 

• Plains Unit (NWLO) – Approximately 7 air miles southwest of Ravalli, Montana 
• Sanders County – Section 16, T17N, R21W and Section 36, T17N, R22W 
• 100% Common School Trust. 

 
Sale Volume & Estimated Value: 

• The estimated volume is 32,721 tons (4,134 MBF) with an estimated minimum 
value of $556,257.00. 

• Of the 32,721 tons 9,164 tons (1,740 MBF) is beetle killed and much of the green 
timber is infected with insects and/or disease. 

• In addition to the stumpage value, a fee of $2.48/ton for Forest Improvement will 
be charged for all merchantable sawlog timber harvested. 

• 7.85 tons/MBF is the conversion factor. 
 
Sale & Harvest Treatments: 

• The sale contains 8 harvest units totaling 514 acres. 
• Silvicultural prescriptions include 221 acres of commercial thin/selective harvest 

274 acres of seed tree harvest and 19 acres of right-of-way.  The seed tree 
harvest would treat extensive insect and disease problems as well as salvage 
trees already killed.  Healthy ponderosa pine, western larch, and Douglas-fir 
would be retained under all treatments. 

• No old growth would be harvested. 
 
Harvest System: 

• 100% tractor 
 
Road Construction: 

• Approximately 3.05 miles of new road would be constructed and approximately 
12.0 miles of existing road would be reconstructed to meet current BMPs.  An 
existing ford across the North Fork of Valley Creek would be reclaimed and 0.08 
miles of road would be obliterated.  All new roads on state lands would be 
physically blocked to prevent motorized use once the sale is completed. 

 
Public Involvement & Issues: 

• DNRC mailed scoping letters on March 22, 2005 to adjacent landowners, the 
Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes and known interested parties.  Public 
involvement was also solicited through notices published in the Valley 
Press/Mineral Independent and the Sanders County Ledger.  DNRC specialists 
were also consulted. 

 
Issues and Mitigations: 

• Wildlife – The proposed sale prescriptions are designed to limit impacts to 
wildlife.  Visual screening, utilizing roadside vegetation, topography and group 
retention, would be used in some areas and all roads would be physically 
blocked to prevent motorized use after the sale.  Harvest units are not visible 
from open roads. 



• Historical and Cultural Sites – The sale area was inspected by a DNRC 
archaeologist and two cultural sites (a former CC camp road and an irrigation 
ditch) were identified.  The timber sale activities would not impact either of these 
sites.  Consultation with the Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes would 
continue for the life of the sale. 

• Streams – Existing roads associated with the sale would be upgraded to meet 
current BMP’s.  This would over the long-term reduce sediment into streams.  
The reclamation of the ford across the North Fork of Valley Creek would also 
reduce sediment over the long-term. 

 
The Director recommends the Land Board direct the Department to sell the Dog 
Valley Timber Sale. 
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